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July  1,  I960 


Honorable  J®  Hugo  Aronson 
Governor  of  Montana 
Helena , Montana 


Sir; 

We  hereby  submit  the  biennial  report  of  the  Executive 
Officer  of  the  Montana  Poultry  Improvement  Board  for  the 
period  of  July  1,  1958  to  June  30,  1960o 

Regjpectf  ully, ^ 

MONTANA  POULTRY  IMPROVEMENT  BOARD 
JOHN  Mo  FERGUSON 
Executive  Officer 


July  1,  1958  to  June  30,  I960 


The  last  two  years  have  seen  an  ever  increasing 
economic  pressure  on  the  poultry  industry  in  Montana,,  The 
national  trend  toward  few  small  flocks  and  more  large  flocks 
is  rapidly  affecting  Montana  as  wello  It  is  quite  apparent 
that  in  future  years  there  will  be  very  few  small  farm  flocks 
left  as  the  competition  is  demanding  larger,  more  economical 
units  in  order  to  survive  in  the  poultry  industry,.  The 
extension  service  has  for  many  years  repeatedly  stated  that 
the  backyard  flock  was  going  to  pass  from  the  picture  as  it 
no  longer  could  compete  with  the  larger  commercial  flocks0 
This  prediction  is  now  being  accepted  by  the  majority  of  the 
commercial  poultry  flocks  and  they  are  either  increasing  their 
size  and  operation  or  else  are  dropping  from  the  picture „ 

This  is  true  of  course  for  all  segments  of  agriculture, 
not  only  in  the  poultry  industry „ The  smaller  farms  are 
being  pressured  into  more  specialization,,  One  of  the  major 
problems  facing  the  poultry  farmer  in  Montana  in  increasing 
his  size  is  the  housing  required  in  this  northern  climate,, 

During  the  past  two  years,  with  the  ever  increasing 
economic  pressures  being  placed  on  the  poultry  industry  in 
Montana  and  the  trend  toward  larger  flocks,  a major  problem 
has  developed,  particularily  in  the  western  portion  of  Montana,, 
At  present  there  seems  to  be  no  simple  solution  to  this 
problem  but  it  is  in  effect  creating  a trade  barrier  in_ 
reverse  against  our  Montana  hatcheries  west  of  the  Continental 
Divide o 


The  problem  is  that  with  the  trend  toward  larger  flocks 
there  is  created  the  necessity  for  larger  capital  outlays 
in  order  to  expand „ Since  some  larger  feed  companies  do 
finance  these  expansions  in  order  to  obtain  the  business 
of  these  operators,  they  must  protect  their  investment  in 
every  possible  way„  Since  a major  problem  with  any  poultry 
operation  is  disease,  it  has  apparently  become  a practice 
for  the  feed  company,  before  it  will  finance  a poultry 
operation,  to  demand  that  the  birds  be  protected  against 
certain  diseases  by  vaccination,,  The  majority  of  these  birds 
are  coming  from  the  state  of  Washington,  already  vaccinated 
before  they  cross  the  line  into  Montana,,  Washington  has  no 
law  or  regulation  prohibiting  vaccination  of  all  poultry, 
whereas  Montana  does,,  This  means  that  the  hatcheries  In 
Montana  are  barred  from  competing  for  this  business  of 
supplying  the  birds  to  the  larger  commercial  operators  that 
are  being  financed  by  these  feed  companies „ 


The  vaccination  of  these  birds  being  shipped  into 
Montana  has  not  proven  to  be  a disease  producing  problem. 

This  department  is  ot  at  this  time  recommending  the  indis- 
criminate use  of  a vaccination  program  to  t State  Veter- 
inarian or  the  Livestock  Sanitary  Board,  but  it  is  felt  by 
the  board  that  serious  consideration  should  be  given  to  this 
problem  by  the  State  ' to  remove  : trade  barrier 

whin  h has  been  inadvertently  placed  on  the  poultry  industry 
in  Montana.  If  this  condition  were  to  continue  as  is  at 
present,  it  could  drive  the  hatcherymen  of  this  state  out  of 
business  in  the  future. 

Pullorum- typhoid  testing  program  under  the  National  Poultry 
Improvement  Plan  as  supervised  by  the  Montana  Poultry 
Improvement  Boards 


There  were  80,904  birds  tested  for  pullorum- typhoid 
by  the  testing  crew  on  the  first  test.  The  first  test 
resulted  in  finding  a total  of  .04$  reactors.  In  order  to 
clean  up  the  premises  of  the  reactor  flocks  a total  of 
3,261  additional  tests  were  necessary.  After  conducting 
a total  of  84,165  field  whole  blood  tests,  all  the  breeder 
flocks  were  able  to  be  classified  as  U.  S.  Pullorum-Typhoid 
Clean.  During  the  1958-1959  hatching  season,  there  were 
no  serious  pullorum-typhoid  outbreaks  in  any  of  the  hatcheries 
in  Montana. 

19.59  "I960 


There  were  76,147  birds  tested  for  pallor um-typhoid 
by  the  testing  crew  on  the  first  test.  The  first  test 
resulted  in  finding  a total  of  .177$  reactors.  This  was 
a definite  upswing  in  pullorum  in  the  breeder  flocks  from 
the  previous  year.  Upon  isolation  of  the  pullorum  organism 
by  the  Livestock  Sanitary  Board  laboratory  and  typing  of  the 
pullorum  organisms  found  in  the  different  flocks  by  the 
testing  crew,  it  was  found  that  all  of  the  reactors  were 
of  the  XII-}  strain. 

The  majority  of  the  pullorum  was  found  in  flocks  in 
the  area  west  of  the  Continental  Divide.  Upon  investigation 
it  was  found  that  these  reactor  flocks  had  in  common  the 
males  used  in  mating  of  the  flocks.  Oregon,  Washington,  and 
several  other  states  reported  that  they  also  had  trouble  with 
this  particular  source  of  males. 

In  order  to  clean  up  the  premises  of  the  reactor  flocks 
a total  of  21,402  additional  tests  were  necessary.  After 
conducting  a total  of  97? 549  field  whole  blood  tests  all 
the  breeder  flocks  except  two  (2)  were  classified  as  U.  S. 
Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean.  The  two  flocks  which  were  rejected 
were  found  to  be  too  heavily  infected  to  clean  up. 


An  outbreak  of  pullorum  did  occur  in  one  hatchery  in 
the  1959-1960  hatching  season  and  upon  investigation  was 
thought  to  have  originated  from  hatching  eggs  shipped  into 
Montana  from  a source  in  Illinois.  After  this  source  of 
eggs  was  dropped  by  the  hatchery  no  further  trouble  developed. 

In  carrying  out  the  program  of  the  board  as  required 
by  the  law  under  which  the  board  operates,  all  hatching  egg 
producer  flocks  were  duly  tested  for  pullorum-typhoid  and 
checked  by  personnel  of  the  board.  All  hatcheries  were 
inspected  and  no  serious  violations  were  found  during  the 
period  covered  by  this  report. 

The  quality  of  the  chicks  produced  in  Montana  continues 
to  improve  over  the  years.  This  is  readily  recognized  as  the 
liveability  of  the  chicks,  up  to  the  three  week  period, 
increases . 

The  majority  of  the  hatcheries  in  Montana  have  associated 
themselves  on  a franchised  basis  with  the  leading  breeders 
of  the  country  and  are  offering  to  the  commercial  chick 
purchasers  the  best  stock  available  anywhere. 

There  are,  however,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  chicks 
still  coming  into  Montana  from  mail  order  sources  in  the 
midwest  that  leave  a lot  to  be  desired  by  the  producers. 

These  chicks  cannot  be  intercepted  or  inspected  as  they  enter 
the  state  by  United  States  Mail  and  therefore,  are  not  subject 
to  state  inspection  while  in  transit. 
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HATCHERIES  AND  DEALERS  PARTICIPATING  IN  THE 
NATIONAL  POULTRY  IMPROVEMENT  PLAN 
1953-1959 


U0  S<,  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean 

Sgg 

Capacity 

Certified 

for 

Eees 

Pullorum- 

Typhoid 

Approved  Only 

Bensel  Hatchery,  Miles  City 

44,000 

BItney  Hatchery,  Kalispell 

DE 

e,ga,a71 ,dl8,d8 

Dependable  Hatchery,  Red  Lodge 

69,000 

a,d,e,hd,ga, ja 

Farmers  Elevator,  Baker 

DC 

Farmers  Elevator,  Carlyle 

DC 

Farmers  Elevator,  Four  Buttes 

DC 

Farmers  Elevator,  Legist own 

DC 

Gambles  Store,  Frazer 

DC 

Haas  Hatchery,  Missoula 

82,000 

a,d,e,s23,ga, ja,ea 

Happy  Hen  Hatchery,  Conner 

32,000 

3.  ^ d.  j 6 

Kalispell  Hatchery,  Kalispell 

10,500 

a,c,d,e,ga, ja,ea 

Lund  Feed  and  Seed,  Wolf  Point 

DC 

McCabe  Co.,  Fairview 

DC 

McCabe  Co.,  Fallon 

DC 

McCabe  Co.,  Flaxville 

DC 

McCabe  Co.,  Glasgow 

DC 

McCabe  Co.,  Lindsay 

DC 

McCabe  Co.,  Medicine  Lake 

DC 

McCabe  Co.,  Opheim 

DC 

McCabe  Co.,  Richland 

DC 

Miles  City  Hatchery,  Miles  City 

65,000 

a,d,e,s23,ga, ja,ea 

Montana  Hatcheries,  Great  Falls 
Moore's  Hatchery,  Sidney 

204,000 

10,800 

a45,c,d,ea,ga 

Ja 

a,d,e, s35^ga, ja,ea 

Cont'd 


U.  So  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean 

Egg 

Capacity 

Certified  Pullorum- 

for  Typhoid 

Eees  ADoroved  Only 

Occident  Elevator,  Culbertson 

DC 

Occident  Elevator,  Glasgow 

DC 

Occident  Elevator,  Nashua 

DC 

Occident  Elevator,  Plentywood 

DC 

Occident  Elevator,  Reserve 

DC 

Occident  Elevator,  Sidney 

DC 

Occident  Elevator,  Wolf  Point 

DC 

Osborne  McMillian  Elevator,  Baker 

DC 

Presserville  Store,  Presserville 

DC 

Quality  Hatchery,  Billings 

32,000 

a,d,e,s23,ga, ja,ea 

Richey  Locker  Co»,  Richey 

DC 

So  Oo  So  Hatchery,  Colujrbus 

55,000 

a,d,e,s35,ga, ja 

Snyder  Grain  Co»,  Antelope 

DC 

Star-Hi  Hatchery,  Glendive 

96,000 

a,d,e,s23,ga, ja 

Yellowstone  Hatchery,  Billings 

195,000 

a,d,e,ga, ja, 
ea 

1959-1960 

Bensel  Hatchery,  Miles  City 

44,000 

a,d,e,ga,ea 

Bitney  Hatchery,  Kalispell 

96,000 

a,dl8,d8,ga,e 

Dependable  Hatchery,  Red  Lodge 

69,000 

a,d,e,hd,ga, jl ,r1 1 

Haas  Hatchery,  Missoula 

82,000 

a,d,e,s24,ga,t24 

Happy  Hen  Hatchery,  Conner 

32,000 

ci  ^ ci  ^ @ 

Kalispell  Hatchery,  Kalispell 

10,500 

a,c,d,e,ga,ja,ea 

Miles  City  Hatchery,  Miles  City 

65,000 

a,d,e,ga, ja,ea 

Montana  Hatcheries,  Great  Falls 

204,000 

a45,e,d,ae, 
ga,  ja 

Moore's  Hatchery,  Sidney 

10,800 

a,d,e,ga, ja,ea 

Cont !d 


U.  S„  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean 

Egg 

Capacity 

Certified 

for 

Eggs 

Pullorum- 

Typhoid 

ADDroved  onlv 

Quality  Hatchery,  Billings 

48,000 

d,e,ga, ja,ea,s24, 
s29 . s2'7,  s26 

S.  0.  S,  Hatchery,  Columbus 

55?ooo 

a,d,e,s36,s27 

Yellowstone  Hatchery,  Billings 

195,000 

a,a40,d,e,ga, 
ja,  ea 

The  code  used  to  indicate  the  breed  or  variety  or  type  of  stock  is 
as  follows: 


a- 

White  Leghorn 

jl- 

Dryden 

a40- 

H & N "Nick  Chick" 

rl  1 - 

White  Wyandotte 

a45- 

Kimber  K 137 

s23- 

DeKalb 

a71- 

Dakota  Best  Leghorn 

s24- 

DeKalb  101 

c- 

Barred  Rock 

s26- 

DeKalb  111 

d- 

White  Rock 

s27- 

DeKalb  121 

d8- 

Cobb 

s29- 

DeKalb  309 

d 1 8- 

Pilch 

s35- 

Hy-Line 

e- 

New  Hampshire 

s36- 

Hy-Line  123 

ea- 

New  Hamp  x White  Leghorn 

t24- 

Silver  Broad 

ga- 

Black  Australorp  x White  Leghorn  hd- 

Cornish  x White  Rock 

ja- 

California  Gray  x White  Leghorn 

DE- 

Hatching  Egg  Dealer 

DC- 

Chick  Dealer 

fmmm 


mm? 
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HATCHERIES  AND  DEALERS  PARTICIPATING  IN  THE 
NATIONAL  TURKEY  IMPROVEMENT  PLAN 
1958-1959 


U.  S.  PULLORUM-TYPHOID  CLEAN 

EGG  CAPACITY 
OR  TYPE  OF 
DEALER 

APPROVED 

PULLORUM 

TYPHOID 

ONLY 

Bensel  Hatchery,  Miles  City 

DP 

a 

Bitney  Hatchery,  Kalispell 

DP 

a 

Montana  Hatcheries,  Great  Falls 

DP 

a 

Yellowstone  Hatchery,  Billings 

DP 

a 

*********** 

***** 

1959-1960 

Up  $ sfc  3fc 

sfc  ak 

U.S.  PULLORUM-TYPHOID  CLEAN 

EGG  CAPACITY 
OR  TYPE  OF 

PULLORUM 

TYPHOID 

DEALER 

APPROVED 

ONLY 

Bitney  Hatchery,  Kalispell 

DP 

a 

Montana  Hatcheries,  Great  Falls 

DP 

a 

Yellowstone  Hatchery,  Billings 

DP 

a 

Code 

DP-  Poult  Dealer 
Breed 

a-  Broad  Breasted  Bronze 
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July  1,  1958  to  June  30,  1959  Testing  Season 


BIRDS  TESTED 
FIRST  TEST 

REACTORS 
1ST  TEST 

BIRDS  TESTED 
2ND  & 3RD 
TESTS 

NUMBER  OF 
FLOCKS 
TESTED 

REACTORS 
2ND  & 3RD 
TESTS 

TOTAL 

BIRDS 

TESTED 

TOTAL 

REACTORS 

80,904 

31 

3,261 

109 

1 

84-,  1 65 

32 

Percentage  of  Reactors 

- .03955$ 

3*C 

* * * * 

* * * 

* 

* * * * 

* * * 

M % 

* * 

July  1,  1959  to  June 

30, 

i960  Testing  Season 

BIRDS  TESTED 
FIRST  TEST 

REACTORS 
1ST  TEST 

BIRDS  TESTED 
2ND  & 3RD 
TESTS 

NUMBER  OF 
FLOCKS 
TESTED 

REACTORS 
2ND  & 3RD 
TESTS 

TOTAL 

BIRDS 

TESTED 

TOTAL 

REACTORS 

76,14-7 

135 

21  ,4-02 

82 

22 

97  , 54-9 

157 

Percentage  of  Reactors 


BREEDINCt  flock  participation 
U.  S.  PULLORUM-TYPHOID  CLEAN 


July  1 , 1958  to  June  30,  1959 


NUMBER  OF  FLOCKS 

NUMBER  OF  BIRDS 

U.  S.  APPROVED 

106 

75-619 

NUMBER  OF  FLOCKS  REJECTED 
********* 

a 

* *****  * 

****** 

July  1,  1959  to  June  30, 

I960 

U.  S.  APPROVED 

NUMBER  OF  FLOCKS 
28 

NUMBER  OF  BIRDS 
63,125 

NUMBER  OF  FLOCKS  REJECTED  - 4 


I 
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HATCHERIES  LICENSED  BY  THE 
MONTANA  POULTRY  IMPROVEMENT  BOARD 


U.  S.  Approved  Pullorum  Clean 
HATCHERY"  ADDRESS 


1958-1959. 

Bensel  Hatchery 
Bitney  Hatchery 
Dependable  Hatchery 
G.  T.  A.  Hatchery 
Haas  Hatchery 
Happy  Hen  Hatchery 
Kalispell  Hatchery 
Miles  City  Hatchery 
Montana  Hatcheries 


Moore’s  Hatchery 
Quality  Hatchery 
S.  0.  S.  Hatchery 
Sour-Dough  Hatchery 
Yellowstone  Hatchery 


Miles  City 
Kalispell 
Red  Lodge 
Glendive 
Missoula 
Conner 
Kalispell 
Miles  City 
Great  Falls 


Sidney 

Billings 

Columbus 

Bozeman 

Billings 


1959-1960 

Bensel  Hatchery 
Bitney  Hatchery 
Dependable  Hatchery 
Glendive  Hatchery 
Haas  Hatchery 
Happy  Hen  Hatchery 
Kalispell  Hatchery 
Miles  City  Hatchery 
Montana  Hatcheries 


Miles  City 
Kalispell 
Red  Lodge 
Glen  dive 
Missoula 
Conner 
Kalispell 
Miles  City 
Great  Falls 


Moore’s  Hatchery 
Quality  Hatchery 
S.  0.  S.  Hatchery 
Sour-Dough  Hatchery 
Yellowstone  Hatchery 


Sidney 

Billings 

Columbus 

Bozeman 

Billings 


OWNER/OPERATOR 


Go  A.  Bensel 
F»  A.  Bitney 
John  F.  Woody 
James  Molmen 
Peter  F.  Haas 
Maurice  Healey 
Albert  Pilsch 
Marvin  Moore 
Orrin  Paulson 
Robert  McDonald 
Thomas  McDonald 
Marvin  Moore 
Albert  Schaff 
Sam  0.  Scott 
Emmet  Kundert 
Otis  A,  Hager 


G»  A,  Bensel 
Fo  A.  Bitney 
John  Fo  Woody 
James  Molmen 
Peter  F»  Haas 
Maurice  Healey 
Albert  Pilsch 
Marvin  Moore 
Orrin  Paulson 
Bob  McDonald 
Thomas  McDonald 
Marvin  Moore 
Albert  Schaff 
Sam  0o  Scott 
Emmet  Kundert 
Otis  A.  Hager 


LICENSED  CHICK  AND/OR  POULT  DEALERS 

' 19H8-1959 


Agricultural  Equipment  Co. 

Beebe  Grain  Co. 

Choteau  Feed  and  Seed 
Consolidated  Dairies  of  Lake  County 

Duncan  and  Sons 
Fairfield  Feed  and  Seed  Co. 

Farmers  Elevator  Co. 

Farmers  Elevator  Co. 

Farmers  Elevator  Co. 

Farmers  Grain  and  Supply 
Farmers  Grain  Exchange 
Graham  and  Ross  Mercantile 
Lake 1 s Feed  and  Fuel 
Lewistown  Hatchery 
Lund  Feed  and  Seed  Co. 

Mannix  Feed  Co. 

Marquis  Milling  Co. 

Midland  Feed  Co. 

Milk  River  Elevator  Co. 

Millegan  Poultry  Farm 
Occident  Elevator  Co. 

Occident  Elevator  Co. 

Occident  Elevator  Co. 

Power  Townsend  Co. 

Snyder  Grain  Co. 

Standard  Seed  Co. 

Strong  and  Bradley 
Teslow  Inc. 

Teslow  Inc. 

Teslow  Inc o 
Teslow  Inc. 

Van  Dyke,  Nellie 

Williams  Feed  and  Machinery 

Woody,  Mrs.  Walter 


Great  Falls 

Butte 

Choteau 

Ronan 

Helena 

Fairfield 

Froid 

Huntley 

Medicine  Lake 

Great  Falls 

Havre 

Great  Falls 

Kalispell 

Lewis  town 

Wolf  Point 

Deer  Lodge 

Sc obey 

Billings 

Chinook 

Helena 

Glasgow 

Nashua 

Wolf  Point 

Helena 

Antelope 

Hardin 

Livingston 

Deer  Lodge 

Hamilton 

Livingston 

Missoula 

Manhattan 

Dillon 

Billings 


LICENSED  CHICK  AND/OR  POULT  DEALERS 
1959-1960 


Agricultural  Equipment 
Beebe  Grain  Co. 

Choteau  Feed  and  Seed 

Consolidated  Dairies  of  Lake  County 

Duncan  and  Sons 

Fairfield  Feed  and  Seed 

Farmers  Grain  and  Supply 

Farmers  Elevator  Co. 

Farmers  Elevator  Co. 

Farmers  Elevator  Co. 

Farmers  Grain  Exchange 
Graham  and  Ross  Mercantile 
Lake's  Feed  and  Fuel 
Lewistown  Hatchery 
Lund  Feed  and  Seed 
Mannix  Feed  Co. 

Midland  Feed  Co. 

Milk  River  Elevator 
Millegan  Poultry  Farm 
Occident  Elevator 
Occident  Elevator 
Power  Townsend  Co. 

Snyder  Grain  Co. 

Standard  Seed  Co. 

Strong  and  Bradley 
Teslow  Inc. 

Teslow  Inc. 

Teslow  Inc. 

Van  Dyke,  Nellie 
Williams  Feed 
Woody,  Mrs.  Walter 


Great  Falls 

Butte 

Choteau 

Ron  an 

Helena 

Fairfield 

Great  Falls 

Froid 

Huntley 

Medicine  Lake 

Havre 

Great  Falls 

Kalispell 

Lewis town 

Wolf  Point 

Deer  Lodge 

Billings 

Chinook 

Helena 

Nashua 

Wolf  Point 

Helena 

Antelope 

Hardin 

Livingston 

Deer  Lodge 

Hamilton 

Livingston 

Manhattan 

Dillon 

Billings 


NUMBER  OF  BIRDS  KEPT  FOR  BREEDERS 
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